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3Mr. WALKER: That is due to the
fact that the maotion has to go over to
another day. Notice of dissent has.
therefore,. to be given. An objection
to that cour-se is that it leads to con-
troversy, trouble and disorder, as it
is now doing in the Federal Parliament.
As time goes on it will become more and
more a source of disorder. In the
'Federal Parliament as the debate has to
take place nest day, notice has to
be given in writing. Under the British
rules a matter of dissent from Mr.
Speaker's ruling is one of urgency that
must be immediately settledz It is
quite right that such a course should
be followed.

:Mr. Ware: A member has to pat a
point of order in writing, and he does
it in three or four words. Why cannot
the same course be adopted with regard
to dissent ?

Mr. WALKER: Cannot the hon.
member make a distinction between a
point of order and a dissent franm Mr.
Speaker's ratling? If he cannot see the
distinction I am at a loss for 'words to
reach his understanding. The alteration
should not be made.

M1r. DAGLISH:- The Leader of the
Opposition seemed to imply that there
was some difficulty in atating, in writing.
objections reported in Hanosarci of last
year in regard to two points of order and
dissent by the member for Kanowna. I
find that one of those points was taken
on the 5th December, and it is dealt
with in Hansard under the motion, "flhat
this House dissents from Mr. Speaker's
ruling." Those are the words of the
motion, and the objection is obvious,
relating as it does to the Speaker's
words, "I rule that the Speaker has a
right to say whether a motion is a matter
of urgency or not." Those are his words,
and, therefore, if this alteration were
made, a member who des-ired to object
to that ruling would say in his written
notice that Mr. Speaker was not correct
in saying he had the right to say whether
a motion was a miatter of urgency or not.
There was a long discussion on thet on
tl,q8th December. On the 11th Decem-
ber the objection is stated by the hon.
menmber himself when hie moves, "That

(24)

this House disagre~ with Mr. Speaker's
riding to the effect that on a point of
order only the member who raised the
point can speak, and hie has no right
of reply."

Air. Walker: That was another
point taken there and then.

Air. DAG4LISH: That does not affect
the question of the length and the
quantity of words required to state the
objection. That is the point. The lion.
member says it would take volumes to
state the objection. There is his own
objection stated in half a dozen lines.

Mr. Walker: Tt is a %ubstantive
motion.

Mir. DAGLISH:- Exactly, but a mnot ion
can embody an objection. Both ob-
jections I have read are couched in the
motion. The hon. member asked for
concrete cases, and I have given himn two,
in which the hon. member himself gave
his objections.

Mr. Walker: Were the motions wrTi ten?
Mir. DAG LISH - I do not know

whether they were written -,they oiight
to have been written. The lion. member
knows that every motion submitted
should be written as required by the
Standing Orders.

Progress reported,

Houwe adjourned at 11-14 pmm.

lteaislative Council,
Tueoday, 28th September. 190.9.

Papers presented............. ... 7.
Questions: Fines and Penairies Appropriation Act 628
Hil1k. Licensed Surveyorsn. .. 628

Police (Consolidation), Bepoft siage ....... 615
lMealth. Recotamittal .. .. .. PI
District Fire Brigades, 2U.6V
Abattinr-. 2R. M5
OJpiumn Snukiog Prohibition,............N3

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 p~m., arid read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Jnd us.

trial Conciliation and Arbitration, 1902-
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Eighth Anniual Report, for 1909. 2,
Sta 'te Children 'Department.-Report of,
for 1909.

QUESTION-FI-NES ANT) PENAL.
TIES APPROPRIATION ACT.

Hon. "M. L. MTOSS asked the Colonial
Secretary : Will the Government, during
this Session, introduce a Bill to amend
the Fines and Penalties Appropriation
Act, 1909, so that fines imposed-(a.) for
breaches of the Pharmacy and Poisons
Act, 1894, may be paid to the Pharma-
ceutical Sdeiet;' of Western Australia;
(b.) for assaults. may be paid to the
persons assaulted.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : (a) No. The Government are
not disposed to depart fromt the ipro-
vision made last session. (b.) 'No;

thie reces~qity for action has been met by
instructions to all courts that where
magistrates consider it right to do so,
they may make a recommendation that
portion of the fine be paid to the person
assaulted, which reconmiendation will
be carefully considered by the Govern-
mnent.

BILL-LI1CENSED SURVEYORS.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL-POLICE (CONSOLIDATION.)
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-HEALTHE.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
"till recommitted for amiendment.

Clause 3-Interpretation
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The defini-

tion of boarding house, even as amended,
was not satisfactory. He was afraid
that it would inaclude all tents and
camps throughout the agricultuoral areas.
In the case of men employed upon
'stations,, their board and lodging was
taken into consideration in the fixing
of their wages ; and it seemned that the
definition would include all tents and
camps in which such men "Were lodged.

If the definition were allowed to stand
in its present form every one of these
places would be a boarding house and
would be dealt with as such. He
thought some better understanding should
be arrived at.

The CHAIRMAN: What do you sug-
gest ?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: That the
subelause should be struck out. It
would be impossible to put in drains
and comply with all sorts of conditions
laid down by the central board in respect
to some tents where men would be lodging
for, perhaps, a fortnight or three weeks.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hion. member "'as seeing in the definition
a danger which was apparent to nobody
else. In the first place the definition
exempted five persons boarded for hire
or reward.

Hon. J1. W, Hackett -,In addition to
the owner's family.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
in addition to the owner's famnily. The
definition was as clear as it could be
made. I t would not apply to the
case mentioned by the hon. member,
if only for the reason that the districts
of which hie was thinking wero not
proclaimed health districts. If it were
so desired there would be no objection
to extending the number exempt from
five to seven or eight. In any ca-se
why should persons lodging on a farm
be lodged tinder insanitary conditions ?

Hon. J. W. Hackett: It should be
made to apply to the timber mills.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:- It
did apply to the timber mrills, because
all such areas were health districts.
All thickly populated centres were health
districts.

Ron. V. HAMEUSLEY: The remarks
made by the Minister would lead members
to suppose that the health districts
were Qaily within municipal districts.

The Colonial Secretary: I said nothing
of the sort.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY:- However,
it seemed that only thickly populated
centres wvere health districts. Every
zonceivable area of land within a roads
board district woulId he made a health
district.
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The Colonial Secretary: No.
Hon. V HAMERSLEY; If it were

not so he had misunderstood the measure.
However, as to thle definition under
-consideration lie moved-

That in line 4 o/ ahe definition of
boarding house, after the woard "vi,.-
I naller " the woards "or any house,
tent, or edifice erected on any /arin
lands or lands held under pastoral
lease " be inserted.

If these lands, being within a roads
district were to be brought within a
health district, it would result in great
hardship to the owners, wvlo would
not be able to set up a camp without
first submitting plans and specifications
to the health board. They wvould he
subject to great penalties if they comn-
mitted breaches of the law.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause did not apply to farms or pastoral
lands -as; suggested by the member,
and there was no necessity for the
amendment. Health boards existed
first of all as; municipalities, and secondly
as roads boards, wvhere there was a
dense population. If thle roads boards
were large there might be three or four
health boards in one. If the amendment
were carried it would exempt from the
operation of the Act many of the gold.
fields districts. Especially in the nor-
thern part of the Eastern G4oldfields
most of the land oin which the mines
were worked were pastoral leases. An
instance of this was the Mount Malcolm
district. In the country about there,
where there were a number of mines,
every aore was in a pastoral lease.
Connected with the mines there were
naturally many boarding-houses, and
there was certainly no reason why they
should be exempted from the operation
of the measure. There were no grounds
for the member's fears with regard to
farms and pastoral holdings.

Eon. M. L. MOSS: If members would
look at the definition of "' local authority"
they would find that it meant a mnunici.
pality, a roads board district, or a local
board of health. In other words the
health board was the municipal council in
municipal districts, and a roads board
in a roads board district ; and it was

provided that where there was no
roads board district thle Governmient
mnight specially create a health district.
If what Mr. Hamersley said was correct.
many Of the farins came within the
jurisdiction of a board of health.

The Colonial Secretory : None of the~m.
Hon. M. L. MOSS : Assuming, how.

ever, that wvhat Mr. Harnersley said
was correct. thle position was this
if perilons were employed by the farmers
at so much per week and their food,
then it was almost certain that tile
owner would be keeping a bocarding.
houso, for rewvard or hire, thle reward
being the man's labour. The argunien"
used applied with even greater force
to past-oral lands where shearers were
employed for a certain time each year
and where the owner of the pastoral
lease really was a boardin,-house keeperfor the time being. It sueywa'o
the intention of members that persons
owning pastoral leases or farm proper.
ties should be put to all thle trouble
of complying with, thle provisions 6f
the Bill, carrying out the hundred and
one requirements necessitiated by the
various clauses. Reference had been
made to the timber districts, and it was
quite right that persons living in those
districts and keeping boarding-houses
there should come under thle provisions
of the Bill. The amnendmrent, however,
only referred to farm lands or pastoral
leases. At the request of Mr. Hameraley
he had d~rawn up the amendment, and
although it possibly was not the best that
could be moved, still it served the
purpose and he would vote for it.

Hon. J. WV. HACK{ETT: The amend.
went would not do, inasmuch as if a farm
or a pastoral lease abutted on a thickly
Populated district the owner of that farm
or pastoral lease might build a row of
boarding-houses; along the boundary of
his property, and defy the authorities.

Hon. W. PATRICK: The amendment
would not work. In most of the gold.
fields towns the health districts included
the area half a mile beyond the limits of
the municipality. If the amendment
were carried, all the boarding houses in
those towns would be taken outside that
area anid the Proprietors would not come
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within the scope of the measure. :, There
was not the least danger of the definition of
a boarding-house, as it existed in the Bill,
working harshly against the farmer or
pastoralist, for no health board would
include such persons in their operations.

.Hon. E. MW. CLARKE,: Some such
amendment as that suggested was neces-
sary, for it frequently happened that a
party of shearers or chaff-cutters travelled
through the various farmin 'f districts,
a~nd were engaged for a week or more by
the farmners or pes;toralists, and the
owners; of those properties would certain-
ly come under the clause relating to
boarding-houses unless an amendment
were made. It would not be right that
such persons should be brought under the
Bill ;somne saving clause should be in-
serted to obviate the difficulty, other-
%vise the farmers and pastoralists would
be comm-itting breaches of the law.

H-on. V. HAMERSLEY : It had comne
to his knowledge that certain men had
already been penalised under the old Act.
They were miles away fronm the centre of
authority and yet had been brought within
the health district. In several instances
they had been ordered to pay a sanitary
rate. He knew of one case where a man
had to pay £6 a year sanitary rate, al-
though he was twelve miles away from
the centre that rated him, and he received
no service whatever. That maan lived
along the Great Southern railway. A
solution of the difficulty could surely be
arrived at.

H on. F. CONNOR: In the absence of
any statement from the Minister that any
particular district would not be brought
under the Bill, he objected to the clause
as it stoodi. Shearers might he employed
on aL farm for three or four weeks, and
lodged there, and for the rest of the year
that farm might come under the board.
ing house provisions. Could the Minister
give a promise that any particular place
wouild not come tinder the Bill ? Somne
provision should b6 inserted whereby
farms and pastoral leases would be ex-
emnpt.

I-Ion. W. PATRICK:; Perhaps the
Minister would agree to an amehidment.
flt&( the clause should n;Gt apply to tern-

porary hands employed on farms or sheep
stations.

Hon. F. CONNOR: In the oases men-
tioned, where shearers had to be boarded,
the definition would make the place a
lodging house for the time being and for
some future time.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Al-
ready it had been explained several
times that every roads board was not a
board of health under the Bill. There
were only two roads lboards that were
health boards as far as he knew ; there
might be three. According to Clause 25
a roads board was only a board of health
when the boundaries of the two districts
were cotermainous. Lu a thickly popu-
lated area a roads board was a board of
health, but there might be contained in a
roads board district two or three boards
of health. For instance, in the Murray
roads board district there might be half
a dozen local boards of health. The
Government proclaimed the settled areas
health boards, but the surrounding coun-
try would not be proclaimed in that dis-
trict. Could Air. Hatnarsley point out
where a man paid £6 in health rates
where he was 12 miles from aL Centre ?
It was extremely unlikely that any health
board would attempt to ask a person,
who had a few men working and paid 10s.
a week and rations, to come under the
hoarding house provisions of the Bill. It
was impossible to cover any particular
place. He had the greatest objection
to the amendment, Timber stations,
where there were thousands of persons
within a radius of half a mile, a health
district was naturally proclaimed, but
the whole of the timber station might be
within a pastoral lease. The same thing
applied on the Murchison and Eastern
goldfields, where the whole area was let
for pastoral purposes. A number of local
bodies were within those areas but they
would not came within the provison of
the Bill. Twenty miles South of Black
Range there was a locality which came
within a health district, but the whole
countryside there was within a pastoral
lease.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: This was an
exceedingaly'difficult matter to deal with.
He still held the opinion that there were-
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areas which were liable to be taxed, and
he thought in the interest of the people
in the country, and one or two who had
already been penalised, that something
should be done. This might become a
serious tax on the farms and stations,
and he did not see any great harm if we
exempted licens-ed victuallers, why those
who were on pastoral holdings; and on
farms should not be exempted also.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. G. RAYNDELL:- For the purpose

of bringing the clause into harmony, he
moved an amendment-

That in the definition of boarding
house. the word "five" be struck out
and " six "' inserted in lieu.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There
was no objection to the amendment.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : If there were half a
dozen tents on a property and there were
less than six in a tent, each tent would be
a boarding house, and there might be
hundreds of persons in this particular
locality, and so long as there were not. six
in a tent they would be exempt. It
made the Bill a farce.

Amendment passed ; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 193-Purchaser may have
articles analysed:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an nmendment-

That in line.2 of Subla use I the words
"on analyst " be struck out and " any

analyst eceept the Government analyst"
inserted in lieu.

It was provided that a purchaser of any
food or drug, on payment of the prescribed
fee, could get it analysed, but it was not
desirable that there should be this right
to demand an analysis from the Govern-
ment analyst, otherwise the power
would be used for advertising purposes.

Amendment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause (new) 254-Dispensingr in pri-
vate hospitals:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Thi
was a clause moved, by Hon. M4. L. Moss,
and added to the Bill. It provided for
the dispensing of medicines in private
hospitals by a medical practitioner, or a
duly registered chemist. He had not
opposed the addition of the clause to the

Bill, but after giving the matter further
consideration, he now considered that it
should not remain in the Bill. In Clause
253 power wra given to the local authority
to make by-laws for private hospitals, and
"4private hospital " was fully defined.
Those who applied for registration of
private hospitals would take care to see
that proper provision was made for the
dispensing of medicines ; but the clause
went too far, as it wouId practically pre.
vent charitable institutions, such as the
Home of Peace, from carrying on as they
did now.

Hon. XM. L. MOSS:- It -was an essen-
tially proper clause. In fact the Minister
practically admitted that applicants for
registration would see that the practice
of mixing tip medicines indiscriminately
was not resorted to, and that was all the
clause asked. Unless there was some
provision in this regard, there might be
some fearful calamnity. He. was told that
the most deadly poisons were mixed up
for internal use of patients, and that
more then the recognised quantity was
frequently put in medicines given to
patients, in these private hospitals. There
was no differenee between making up
medicines- for private hospitals and those
for public hospitals. If it was desirable
that there should be supervision for
public hospitals there should certainly be
supervision in this direction for private
hospitals. The Pharmaceutical Society
asked for the clause, no doubt they would
directly beniefit by it, hut he was person-
ally convinced that the clause was essen-
tially proper.

Hffon. 0. RANIJELL : The clause was
altogether too swe-eping. These private
hospitals were estimable institutions,
and care was certainly taken in regard
to medicines. In every casc thre dis-
pensing was done by chemnists, but
the clause would pre-ent the mixing
of medicines in cases of emnergency.
Even if there had been mistakes made
in these institutions. similar istakes
were not uneheard of on the part of
doctors and chemists. Probably the
matrons of these establishments would
be highly qualified, and they would
probably supervise the making tip of all
medicines, so that the dangers to which.
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Mir. 'Moss referred w-ere remiote. while
on the other hand the inconvenience
the clause would occasion would be very
present, and the usefulness of the institu.
tions would be limited.

Hon. 31. IL. MOSS : Theire is far
greater chance of mistakes being mnade
by unqualified persons.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Have not nurses
to pass an examination in medicine?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There
was a certain examination, but hie could
not say whether it could be defined as an
examination in miedicine. There was no
danger if the clause were omitted.
Clause 253 gave power to the local
authority to make certain regulations
regarding the qualification of anyv person
or persons keeping, nursing, or assisting

an ny p)rivate hospital. T[hat was
sufficient protection. In several assisted
hospitals the dispense-rs were qualified
men who were not registered because
their qualifications were taken out in
another State and there %ias no re-
ciprocity'.

Hon. M. L. Moss : I believe there is
complete reciprocity with the whole
of the Commonwealth and New Zealand.

The COLONVIAL SECRETARY: Then
it must he lately. These men were as
qualified as registered cheinists.

Ron. Mf. L. MOSS: The last argument
of the Minister did not appeal to him,
There did not appear to be any power
by which the local authority could
demand that the nurses or keepers
should have a, knowledge of dispensing
medicines. The clause, the deletion
of which was proposed, was admitted
to be very necessary' . In any of the
larger centres of the State where there
was no dearth of medical mien and
registered chemists, to give a power
to unqualified persons to dispense medi-
cintes was not the proper thing. It
might turn out, however, that in some
out land ish part of the State such a clause
might inflict a hardship, but it was not
in outlying parts of the State where
these hospitals were registered. The
clause was a proper one in every respect,
and it was the bounden duty of the
Committee to guard the public against,
permitting unqualified persons to mix

up imedicines containing dangerous coi-
modities.

Hon. C. SOMMERS : The clause as
passed would receive his support.
Certain qualifications were required when
it camne to handling dangerous drugs ;
but there were some private hospitals
where the dispensing was carried on' hy
uniqualified persons, and hie had yet to
learn that therewas no danger associated
with that kind of thing.

Hion. If. L. MOSS: How many
inmiates were there in the 'Waifs' Home ?
Could the Colonial Secretary enlighten
the Committee ?

The Colonial Secretary:- The total
was eighty-seven.

Hon. M. L. 'MOSS: Then there, were
eighty-seven persons there who migh-
have to be doctored up by somne Lint
qualified person.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
Would hon. members throw upon those
good people who were conducting an
institution like the Waifs' Home the
necessity for having to pay say half-a-
cl-own or three shillings for z bottle of
simple medicine which could be made
up by themselves for a few pence ?

Hon. M1. L. MOSS: In an establsh.
ment like the Waifs' Hfome and in
other institutions they never waited
to get medicines dispensed for ordinary
and trivial complaints. The medicine
was kept in large jars and bottles, and
it was to be presumed that it had been
dispensed either under the supervision
of a medical man or a properly registered
chemist. There need be no fear about
that. All that the inserted clause
did was to prevent the various drugs
on the shelves of a drug store from
being mnixed up and perhaps some
deadly poisonf being used in mistake.

Clause put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes .. . . 4
Noes .. . . 9

'Majority against -. 5

I-on. F. Connor
Hon. 14. L' Moss
lion. C. Sommers *(Teller).
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Nots.

Hon. E. M. Clarke lion. W. Cuts
Hun. .1. D. Connolly Hon. B. C. 0iBrien
Hon. 3. W. Beckoti Holl. W. Patrick
Hon. J. WV. Langsford Hon. G. Randall
Hon. E. McLarty (Teller).

Clause thus negatived.
Bill again reported with further amend-

ments.

BILL-DISTRICT FIRE BRJGAJ)ES.
8ecowd Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said : This is a measure which
passed through the Legislature inl 1907,
and was reported on by a select comn-
mittee of that House, and subsequently
saw the light of day for a short time
in this House. It will be remembered
that after passing its various stages
in the Assembly it reached this House
at the end of the session, or a few days
before the adjournment of Parliament
when members had a good deal of
business to dispose of. and this being
an entirely new measure it did not
succeed in passing. Whatever the merits
of the Bill may hlave been there was
not then suifficient time to consider it.
That argument cannot be put forward
now in the early part of the present
session. The object of the Bill is to
create an Act for the government of
country fire, brigades. At the present
time hon. members are aware that
there is a Fire Brigades Act in force,
but it only applies to the municipalities
of Perth and Fremnantle. The measure
lbefore the House is for the better and
more economical working of the country
fire brigades, or more correctly speaking
the volunteer fire brigades. In the
past these brigades have been kept tip
mostly by a pound for pound subsidy
from the Government, and also by
public contributions and grants from
municipal councils. In the year 1906-7
the amount on the Estimates for the
upkeep of tlheie brigades was E3,590, and
in addition £820 was expended. For
the financial fyear 1907-8 the total
spent was 1:2., and in addition to
that the Government granted £750

in connection with the dlemonstration
at Boulder. Last year the total expended
was £3,000. Outside Perth and Fre-
mantle the insurance companies have
not contributed anything to the upkeep
of the brigades. Under the Fire Brigades
Act 1898 it is set out that the Govern.
meat shall contribute to the upkeep of
the brigades one-ninth thne cost, the
mounicipalities four-ninths, and tine fire
insurance companies four-ninths. But.
as already stated, there are only twvo
brigades in the State under that Act.
The Bill is to bring in a somewhat
similar provision in regard to the country
or voluniteer brigrules.

Hon. J. W. Hackett : What about
Perth and FremantleI

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
Power is given that if the municipalities
of Perth and Fremantle make application
they mayl come in tinder the 1Bil1. ].f
they elect to remain as they are they
can do so ;it is purely at their discretion.

Holl. A. '. Jenkins : If they come
under this provision they will hlave no
power to be represented onl the board.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
will come to that later. The repre-
sentattion of the board is set out in the
Bill. I presume the lion. member's
contention is that they should have
special representation. As Ihave already
stated, the fire insurance companies
have contributed nothing to the country
brigades. I think it only reasonable
that the companies should contribute
something to these brigades. The total
number of brigades affiliated under the
association is 34, of which 11 are in the
metropolitan area ;they have a total
membership of 555 men'. In addition
to the 34 brigades there are, I understand,
eight in the course of formation, and
these will become part of the country
fire brigades' association. The total
value of the plant held by the country
fire brigades is estimated to be nearly
£1 1,000).

Hon. A. 0. Jenkins: When was that
valued ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :It has
been valued at different times. This is
the plant extending over 34 brigades ;
some of the individual plants are not of
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great value, but on the other hand, Kal-
goorlie, Boulder, and other places have
very complete plants indeed. Now the
insurance companies have not contri-
buted to these plants at all. The bri-
gades have land and buildings valued at
£9,000.

Hon. G. Randell : The insurance com-
panies have contributed to the plants in
Perth and Fremnantle.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
I am quoting the value of the plants out-
side these municipalities. The insurance
companies have contributed nothing to
the cost of building up these plants as
they have done in Perth and Fremantle.
The entire cost has been borne, firstly,
by Government grants, very often by
municipal aid, and sometimes by public
subscriptions. These brigades are purely
volunteer organisations, and the men
have given valuable time to their work
without fee or reward. I mention this in
justice to those muen. The Government
are to contribute one-fourth of the up-
keep, the insurance companies three-
eighths, and the municipalities three-
eighths. Under the Act of 1898 the scale
of contribution has been one-ninth by the
Government, and four-nintha, by the muni-
cipalities and the insurance companies
respectively.

Hon. J. W. Hackett : Howv is it to be
apportioned among the municipalities?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: You
will see it set out in the clauses of the Bill.
The board to be appointed will consist of
nine members ;three of these are to be
appointed by the Government, one to be
elected by the local authorities, in each
fire district, two by the insurance com-
panies operating in the fire districts, and
one by the volunteer brigades in each
fire district.

Hon. 0. Randell: Why should the
companies have two and the Government
three.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
tan debate that when the Bill is in Com-
mittee. Local committees are also to be
appointed in sub-districts. These local
committees shall consist of three mem-
bone. The board may receive fees to the
total of £250 per annum. Clause 30
-provides power for the board to take steps

in the formation of brigades, etcetera.
The board shall also determine the flaw-
her of volunteers neessary to the pro-
tection of any district, and shall estab-
lish schools of instruction, etcetera.
Clause 3 provides that the Bill shall only
apply to districts where the Fire Brigades
Act of 1898 does not apply, and the clause
further makes provision that, if neces-
sary, at the wish of the municipalities,
Perth and Fremantle can be brought
under the operation of the Bill.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: They will get no
special representation.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
that is a point that can be debated in
Committee.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: But they wvill
bring in such an important apparatus.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
on the other hand the municipalities
would relieve themnselves of the cost to a
certain extent, because the Government
only contribute one-ninth under the
existing Act, while the municipality con-
tributes four-ninths ; whereas under the
Bill the Government will contribute three-
eighths. This BiUl is practically a copy
of the Country Fire Brigades Act of
Victoria. It is largely copied from the
Victorian measure, and there, I might
state, they have the same system as is
proposed here, namely, a Metropolitan
Fire Brigades Act and a Country Fire
Brigades Act.

Hon. F. Connor :The contributions
are not the same.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
Victoria the Government contribute one-
third, the insurance companies one-
third, and the municipalities one-third.
In South Australia the Governent con-
tribute three-tenths, the municipalities
three-tenths, and the insurance comn-
panies four-tenths. There you have the
insurance companies contributing the
larger portion, very nearly one-half the
total.

Hon.-C. Randell : They pay nearly half
the total here.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
but not under the Bill. Under the Bill
they will pay only three-eighthis.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: This is a country
Bill ?
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The COLONIAL SECRETrARY: Yes.
It does not interfere with the 1898 Act at
all. These are the main features of the
Bill. The other clauses are purely
machinery. It is a Bill that has been asked
for repeatedly by the volunteer brigades,
of the State. It will put themn in a better
pos-ition ; they will have an Act to work
under and it will put themn in a sound
posit ion so far as their finances are con.
ceriaed. Moreover, it will ask the in.
snarant-e coinipanies to contribute a portion
of thle upkeep of thle brigades, which I
think the companies admit they are en-
titled to do. I move-

Thait the Bill be now- read a sccond
I ilnC
On motion by Hon. A. C. Jenkins. de.

bate adjourned.

BILL-A3ATTOIRS.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D). Connolly' ) in mnoving the second
re4Idingr said , This is a very small mensure
indeed, but at the same time a very neces-
sarv measure. It is a Bill to control and
regulate public abattoirs. No lion. memn-
ber will deny the fact that public abattoirs.
confer a considerable benefit upon a
country. In certain eonintrissq, for in-
stance in New Zealand, thley have public
abattoirs in every settlemient boasting of
2,000 inhabitants. In the past we have
not gone in for public abattoirs at all. but
during last year a public abattoir was
erected at Kalgoorlie to serve Kalgoorlie
and Boulder.

Ron. G. Randell : You forget the one
established here about 5.5 years age.

The" COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
standc corrected. I was not aware that a
public abattoir had been erected here .5
year-s ago. All I cani say is that it was a
very good practice indeed which wa-s
instituted 55 years ago, and I regret it
ha,4 not been continued. The only public
abattoir we have in the State at the
present time is that which I have men-
tioned. and which is not yet in use, and
which has been built for the Eastern
goldflelds.

Hon. H. D. McKenzie: They, say that
that abattoir is absolutely unsuitable.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
the lion. member will make himszelf re-
sponsible for that statement, I will reply,
to it, This Hill is brought in for the
governing of these abattoir.; at Kalgoorlie.
It will be necessary to proclaim an area
around these abaittoirs, and thle Bill pro-
vides that wvithin that area no meat can
be slaughtered other than at the public
abattoirs. The nccatisitv for this is
obvious. It would be foolish to Pert,
public abattoirs and allow meat to be
slaughtered in any bot those public
abattoirs. Tile public abattoirs afford
the very best systemi we can have for the
protection of the public in regard to the
mneat supply, and for the detection of
disease. It also affords to the purchaser
and the stock owner a great benefit
which they do not possess to-day. For
instance, when the Kalgoorlie abattoirs
arc opened, any person may bring his
Stock to thle abattoirs. have them slaugh-
tered there and sell themi himself. They
could if they liked Slaughter their cattle
there, then put the mieat into cool storage.
and sell as they chose :they would not be
compelled to sell to any particular butcher.
By these mneans they wou ld ensure get ting
a6 Mucth b etter price than at present.

Ron. 3. W. Hackett :. Canl thle ("oven-t
ment take land undet- this Bill ?

Ron. M. L. Moss: They% canl tinder the
Public Works Act.

The COLO'NIAL SECREAI4V :rThe
Public Works Act covers all works.
Clause 5 gives power to the Clovernor to
appoint officers, while Chmluse 0 grives the
power to make reglllatinn4. This is tile
most important claU.se Of the Bill. itplro-
vtides for the makingof regulations as
to the quialification.R appoCitmtlL powersM.
and duties of officers, the use, control, and
management of abatloi-s. and in fact. all
matters pertaining Luj the plant.

Ron. W. Kingsmihh : It appears to ha

the greater part of the Bill.
The- COLONIAL SECRETARY :!Yes.
Ron. F. CONNOR : Suhclletwase " g says
prohibiting of blowing except by- the

mechanical mneanis or other injurious treat-
ment, or preparation of meat.' What
does that mean?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
member fronm his experience must know
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well that there is a practice of blowing
meat in order to wake it look nice and fat
and firm. This is very objectionable and
is prohibited under the regulations.
Clause 11 gives the Governor-in-Council
power to confer upon any local authority
or two or more local authorities, jointly,
the powers conferred on the Governor by
the Bill, or to place any abattoir under
the control and management of any local
authority. In the Eastern States the
abattoirs are largely controlled by the
local municipal councils. In some in-
stances the council build abattoirs, while
in others the plant is built by the Govern.
ment and then handed over to the local
authority. Under this Bill the local
authority is given power to build and
maintain abattoirs, if necessary. I beg
to move-

That the BVi be mow read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. E. MoLarty, debate
adjourned.

BILL-OPILTM SMOKING PRO-
HmBITION.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D). Connolly) in moving the second
reading said : To put it in a few words the
object of this Bill is to prevent the
smoking of opium in Western Australia.
Legislation of this kind is in force in some
form in most of the Eastern States.
This Bill is a copy of the Victorian Act
which hasalso been adopted by Tasmania.
Similar provisions are also found in the
Police Acts of New South Wales and
Queensland. The introduction of the
Bill is almost entirely due to a request
from the Commonwealth Government to
assist them in putting down the improper
use df opium. In a word, the Bill pro-
vides that no person shall import or have
in his possession opium in any form suit-
able for smoking. It does not prevent a
person having opium in his possession
provided it is to be used for medicinal pur-
poses.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Some cigarettes
have opium in them and persons are
ordered by their medical advisers to

smoke them. Are the cigarettes to be
exempt ?

Hon. W. Kingsmfll: Every Egyptian
cigarette is " chock full " of opium.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Bill only provides that no person shall
have in his possession opium for smoking
purposes or have it in any form in which
it can be smoked.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Look at Clause
2.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
says, "No person shall smoke opium."
Surely no member will argue that opium
smoking should be allowed.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Under this Bill
if a medical man orders opium to be
smoked that will not be allowed.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: The smoking of
opium cigarettes is most valuable in the
cure of asthma.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Clause 6 reads-

" No person shall have in his pos-
session, order or disposition opium
in any form which, though not suitable
for smoking may yet be made suitable,
unless he holds a permit so to do
issued by the Colonial Secretary of
Western Australia who may at any
time cancel the permit."

Hon. At. L. Moss: That is a sweeping
clause.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
is necessary, so that opium shall not be
used for the purposes of smoking. The
Bill is one simply to assist the Com-
monwealth Government to put down the
evil. I beg to move-

That the Bill be now read a second
lime.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): I have
only a few observations to make because
alter the Bill gets through the second
reading I intend to askc the House to
agree to a select committee being appoin-
ted to report upon the measure. While
I have no sympathy with opium smoking
in the sense we understand it when it
refers to the opium dens which Asiatics
are accustomed to have in many parts of
the State, for the evil in such cases is
to be condemned, and more severely
so when we find Europeans indulging
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in it to the extent known wo exist in
many parts of Australia. While we
condentm that evil we must be careful
not to do at the same time a great deal
of mischief. I am sure members will
agree with me that a great danger
might exist in the application or Clause 6.
1 am told that opiumn is a drug which
is more frequently used in the dispensing
of medicine than anything a chemist
has in his store. It is used most ex-
tensively in every community and in
very many wvell-knowvn medicines. It
may be said that, if opitu is in medicinies
it is not suitable for smoking, but we
all know that ally analyst can take a bottle
of medicine having opium in it, separate
it into component parts, extract the
opium and make it suitable for smoking.
The clause provides that no person
shall have in his possession opium in
any form which though not suitable
for smoking may yet be made suitable
unless he obtains a permit fromt the
Colonial Secretary. It also gives powver
to the Colonial Secretary to cancel that
permit. That means that every medical
man and chemist in the State would
have to apply for a permit from the
Colonial Secretary. That permit might
be revoked at any.) time. I believe
there would have to be issued in Western
Australia something like 500 permits,
the cancellation of wvhich would preclude
a chemist from making up medicines
prescribed by medical men. There is
also the sweeping clause, "'No person
shall smoke opium," althought the
smoking of opium is ordered by medical
men in certain circumstances.

The Colonial Secretary :That applies
to pure opium.

Hon. M. L. MOSS :T do not profess
to be able to express an opinion as to
how wide the provisions of the Bill are.
The measure should go to a select com-
mittee. so that the evidence of at least
two medical men and two registered
chemists might be procured. I intend
to ask the House to adopt that course
later on. I do not oppose the second
reading.

On motion by Hon. J1. W. Langsford,
debate adjourned.

Houwe adjourned at 6-12 p.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m. and r-cad prayers.

ELECTION RETURN-ALBANY.
Trle Clerk announced the return of

wi-it for the election of a member for
Albany showing that Mr. William Price
had been duly elected.

Mir. W. Price took the oath and sub-
scribed the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
Byv the Premier: (L.) "Industrial Coll-

ciliation and Arbitration Act" and "The
Trade Unions Act, 1002"-Report of pro-
ceedings for 1908-1909. (2.) State Chil-
dren Department-Report for 1908-1909.

By the Minister for Railways: Papers
re appointment of medical exainetr to
Railway Department-Return ordered on
nmtion by Mr-. Brown.

QUESTION- RAILWAY REFRESH-
MENT ROOM, CROWTHER.

Mr. HETTMANN asked the Minister
for Railways: When is it the intention
of the Railway Department to carry out
the pr-omise to erect a refreshment room
at Crowther Railway Station?

The M.[NISTERB FOR RATLWAYS
repliedl: I~t is expected that the rooms
will he completed about the end of next
month, and tenders for- the leasing of
same will be invited as from the Ist No-
vember.

QUESTION-RAILWVAY WATER
SUPPLY, FREMANTIJE.

Mr. DAGLTSI asked the 'Minister for
Railways: WIhat h-as been thie cost of
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